N.   O.   APOCYNACEAE	1565
alstonia R. Br,
Trees or erect shrubs. Leaves usually whorled. Flowers m
subterminal corymbose cymes. Calyx 5-lobed or 5-partite, without
glands inside. Corolla hypocrateriform; tube cylindiic, the throat
naked or more or less closed by a ring of reflexed hairs; lobes o\er-
lapping to the light or left. Stamens near the top of the tube,
included; anthers fiee, subacute. Disk annular or sometimes obscure,
01 sometimes tiuncate or lobed. Carpels 2, distinct; ovules numerous
in each carpel, many-seriate; style filiform; stigrna minute 01 shortly
2-fid. Follicles 2, linear, slender. Seeds oblong or linear, flattened,
peltately attached, often ciliate; albumen scanty; cotyledons oblong,
flat; radicle superior.—Species 30.—Indo-Malaya.
 1	Follicles 30-60 cm   long	L    A  scholans
 2	Follicles 7 5-12.5 cm long         .	.	2     A  venenatus
The bark is much used m malarial fevers. The inner bark is
said to be antiperiodic and the outer bark anti-iheumatic,
A. scholans R. Br. is used medicinally in Cambodia, Java, the
Philippine Islands, Macassar; A. spectabilis R. Br. in Macassar;
A. congensis Engl. in the Gold Coast.
The genus is nch in alkaloids. Alstonidine, alstonine,
poiphyiosine have been isolated from the bark of A. constricta F.
MuelL; ditamme, echitamine, echitenine from the barks of A. scholaris
R. Bi. and A. spectabilis R. Bi\; alstonamine from the bark of A.
spectabilis.
1. Alstonia scholaris R. Br. in Mem Wern. Soc. I (1811)
76.—plate 606B.
A tall tree 12-18 m. (under favourable circumstances reaching
27 m.) high with bitter milky juice, glabrous except the inflorescence;
baik grey, rough; branches whorfed; young braiiehlets copiously
ienticellate. Leaves 4-7 (rarely more) in a whorl, coriaceous* 10-20
by 3.8-6.3 cm.y oblong-lanceolate or obovate, obtuse or sometimes
shortly and bluntly acuminate, dark green above, pale and covered
with a whitish bloom beneath, base faperibg; main nerves numerous,
nearly horizontal, parallel, uniting ia a iixtraisiargiiial nerve; petioles

